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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  MALTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  Report  for 
the  year  1895.  You  will  remember  that  last  year  a 
joint  report  was  issued  with  means  of  distinguishing 
the  East  from  the  North  Riding,  this  therefore  is 
the  first  separate  one  to  your  Council. 

I  he  total  area  of  your  district  is  43,330  Acres, 
with  an  estimated  population  of  6,590. 

I  he  births  registered  during  the  year  number 

l79  (27'1  Per  niille,)  of  which  90  are  males  and  89 
females. 

I  he  deaths  are  only  76  in  number,  1  1 '5  per  mille, 
against  104  in  the  previous  year,  and  coincide  with 
a  smaller  amount  of  general  sickness  than  usual. 
It  will  be  seen  Irom  the  following  table  that  the 
mortality  was  lowest  during  the  continuously  cold 
weather  in  the  first  quarter  and  during  the  third 
(piarter. 
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The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  less  than  '5  per  mille* 
which  is  very  satisfactory,  but  the  total  amount  of 
infectious  disease  is  rather  high,  51  cases  being 
notified  during  the  year.  Quite  one  halt  of  these 
were  Scarlatina,  occurring  in  Sheriff  Hutton  and 
Thornton-le-Clay,  In  the  former  village  it  was 
found  advisable  to  close  the  school,  as  children  who 
had  passed  through  a  mild  and  unrecognised  attack 
were  found  attending  in  an  infectious  stage.  Even 
when  the  disease  was  recognised  it  was  found  that 
other  cases  broke  out  in  the  same  cottage,  and  in 
two  instances  second  outbreaks  occurred  some  weeks 
after  the  first,  in  fact  till  no  more  susceptible  in¬ 
dividuals  were  left.  The  cause  of  this  spread  is 
often  the  miserable  size  and  structure  of  the  dwell¬ 
ings,  rendering  it  impossible  to  isolate  and  equally 
impossible  to  disinfect.  Again  there  is  often  con¬ 
siderable  neglect  and  disregard  on  the  part  of  those 
in  charge  of  the  sick  ;  for  instance,  on  February 
13th,  a  farm  servant  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  at  Stittenham  ;  on  February  14th, 
when  the  Inspector  went  to  the  house  he  had  gone 
off  by  train,  being  driven  to  the  station  in  his 
master’s  dog-cart.  He  turned  up  in  York,  and  is 
known  to  have  wandered  about  for  hours  before 
being  taken  to  the  Fever  Hospital  by  the  police. 
There  was  no  prosecution,  but  need  anyone  be  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  spread  of  disease  if  these  things  can 
be  done  with  impunity. 

The  other  infectious  diseases  have  not  given 
much  trouble,  being  isolated  attacks  as  far  as  this 
district  is  concerned,  but  the  one  of  I  yphoid  Fever 
at  Butterwick  was  part  of  a  second  outbreak  in  the 
Rye  Valley.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Bruce  Low,  who 
investigated  the  first  epidemic,  Helmsley  Sewage 


was  the  most  probable  source  of  pollution  and 
surely  the  Authorities  there,  knowing  this,  might 
have  given  a  warning  to  those  through  whose  dis¬ 
trict  the  river  flows.  Such  information  is  the  basis 
of  preventive  medicine.  As  soon  however  as  we  did 
hear  of  it,  placards  were  posted  along  the  banks 
cautioning  people  not  to  use  the  water  for  drinking 
purposes.  But  this  does  not  relieve  us  from  the 
burden  of  providing  a  better  supply  for  those  who 
reside  on  those  banks,  though  we  have  as  yet  no 
definite  scheme  within  view.  Boring,  one  of  the 
means  suggested  has  been  carried  on  at  private 
expense,  in  the  village  of  Brawby,  but  only  to  a 
depth  of  90  feet  and  without  result, 

Butterwick,  may,  I  think  derive  its  drinking  water 
from  a  spring  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge. 

Slingsby  is  another  village,  in  the  same  condition, 
that  is  with  undrinkable  water,  and  deficient  in 
quantity  too.  To  supply  the  deficiency  in  quantity 
an  old  well  at  the  higher  end  of  the  village  has 
been  re-opened  and  its  yield  analysed,  with  a  result 
which  is  perhaps  less  unsatisfactory  than  was  the 
case  with  the  others. 

In  other  directions  some  decided  improvements 
have  been  made.  In  Coneysthorpe  a  complete 
system  of  drainage  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
owner,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  ;  and  your  Council  has 
taken  over  the  main  drain  conditional  on  a  plan 
being  deposited  with  the  clerk. 

The  suggested  drainage  of  Terrington  was  dis¬ 
cussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  parish  Council  and  a 
deputation  from  the  district  Council,  but  no  definite 
conclusion  seems  to  have  been  arrived  at. 


I  have  investigated  during  the  year  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  at  Terrington,  and  Barton-le-street,  and 
reported  on  them  to  you. 

Appended  are  the  Inspector’s  report,  and  the  rain¬ 
fall  kept  by  Mr.  E.  K.  Spiegelhalter. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently* 

J.  G.  ERNEST  COLBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


SUMMARY  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY,  1895. 


Drainage  . 


O  i  t  4  9  Q  6  0  o  e  » 


Offensive  accumulation  ot  Manures  ..  . . . 

Overflowing  of  Liquid  Manures  ... _ .... 

Cesspools  stopped  and  New  Ones  made  ...... 

New  Ashpits  and  Privies,  and  others  repaired 

Tanks  cleansed  and  others  covered  over  _ _ 

Village  Wells,  Pumps  and  others  repaired  ... 
Want  of  proper  Water  Supply  .................. 

Keeping  Animals  as  a  Nuisance  . . . . . 

Houses  dilapidated,  Spouting  repaired,  &c.... 

Overcrowded  houses  &c.  . . .  ..... 

Ashpits,  and  Privies  cleansed  . . . . 

Foul  Ditches  . . .  . . . 


CASES, 


.  20 


.  I  I 

7 

•  7 
.  1 
.  2 


2 


*  3 


Total 


8S 


The  above  is  my  Report  of  the  Result  of  matters 
which  have  had  my  attention  during  the  year  1895. 
I  am  pleased  to  add  that  several  cases  of  Sanitary 
Improvements  are  in  progress, 


JOHN  RIDSDALE,  Inspector. 
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Royal  Meteorological  Society. 


Abstract  from  Climatological  Return,  1895,  taken 

at  Malton,  by 

MR.  E.  K.  SPIEGEL  HALTER,  F.R.Met.Soc. 


RAINFALL 


Month. 

January  .... 
February 

March . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

Tuly  . 

August  ... 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December 


Total  depth 
Inches. 

....314.. 
...  49.. 

....2  05. 
....I  34.. 

_  46. 

....3‘12.. 

....476. 

•  •  •  • 1  99- 
. 1  '3°* 

•  **4'I3* 

•  ••  274. 

_ j  •  9  8 . 


Max  in  24  hours.  Date. 

.  60  . 2  0, 

••  13 . 24- 


‘3° 

'36- 

19 

1  ‘65  1 

IOI 

•30 

62 

•75 

'40 

‘3° 


4 


2  5 


...  26 

. 18 

3  —  *4 
.  ...  6 

.  7 


5  1 3 


No.  of  days  on 
which  '01 
or  more  fell. 

. 25 

.  9 

. ....18 

. 1  r 

.  8 

. ii 

. 20 

. 22 

.  9 

. 20 

. .22 

.  J9 


27-50  661 


i94 


